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The Story

I N a far northern outpost of cinu-j
zation lived Pierre Baptiste, • sim
ple French.Canadian, who loved

!<Iarcette, daughter of the store
keeper. Their friendship had grownl
since childhood and they were su-\
premely happy until • stranger came
-a man with the polish and gentility
of the outside world.

The stranger, Reginald Stannard,
was seeking a gold claim left by his
father. He meeeta Ashleigh Ne1rer
ton, supposedly an old friend, but who
plots Stannard's de.th to get the claim
for himself. Urged on by Ne1ferton,
but against Pierre's advice, Stamtard
sets out on the eve of a storm. M.r
cette fears for his safety and per
suades Pierre t. brave the elements .
in search of him. Pierre under
stands. He pushes forth in the storm,
finds Stannard unconscious in • snow
bank and saves his life.

Stannard induces Pierre to go with
him seeking A'(lld. They strike a rich
vein and work on through the follow
inlt summer. Stannard falls down an
open shaft. Pierre rushes the injured
man back for medical .ttention and
leaves him in Marcette's care, return
ing to the mine to make things secure'
before the coming of another winter.

With the first snowfall comes Net
ferton with several companions, who
order Pierre out, deelarin$r the claim
is legally theirs. Pierre demands
proof .nd they show him a map of
the district upon which they have filed
a mining claim. Pierre sees they
have the location wrong, but he .grees
to leave. Slipping away in the nighti
he dynamites the shaft.

The explosion awakens Netrerton
and his accomplices. They start
pursuit. Pierre and Netrerton m
within sight of the land oftlee.
fight and Pierre I_ves loh'_""••f ...1
in the snow, stumblinc the ItO.
ernment oftIcial's ])reaence ahausted.
He then return. to Marcette and
Stannard and tells what .has hap
pened. I

,Pierre's fidelity to her and the man
he thinks she loves has made the girl
realize she earea only for Pi rre.
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